154       INVASIONS FROM RHINE TO BLACK SEA    [CHAP.
the more gifted and civilized Hermunduri had been settled, ex-
ercised a dangerous pressure on the limes of Upper Germany and
Raetia. Caracalla inflicted a serious defeat on them in 213 and
protected the military frontier opposite them with new works of
defence (p. 48). But, twenty years later, they started a destructive
offensive against the frontier-districts of Upper Germany and
Raetia. The coin-hoards attest the destruction of very many forts
in these years (A.D. 233-234). The Raetian limes in what is now
Bavaria seems to have  been badly shaken over considerable
sections at that time, whereas the stretch towards Upper Germany
was successfully restored1. The gentle Severus Alexander failed
against them in 234, and it was left for Maximinus Thrax to
punish them effectively in the following years (p. 73 jy.). Again
there was a temporary relief; everywhere the fortifications were
repaired and strengthened. The continuity of coin-hoards in the
region of the German limes down to the joint rule of Valerian and
Gallienus, together with the inscriptions, shows that life was going
on normally in these parts.  But the general convulsion of the
Empire ^ gave these peoples, too, their chance. They certainly
made raids under Gallus, for the expeditionary force concentrated
in Raetia in the early autumn of 253 was doubtless intended to
avenge their devastations2. The sudden withdrawal of the army
to Italy had the natural effect of heightening the offensive spirit
of the Alemanni. Besides minor incursions, of which our meagre
sources preserve no record, they carried out a terribly destructive
raid on Gaul and pressed on through Switzerland into Italy3.
One band made its way as far as Rome itself, but was frightened
off by a numerous army, which the Senate had hastily assembled
and armed.  Gallienus himself now hurried over the Alps. He
brought with him the legion VIII Augusta from the Rhine and,
on his way, drew the I Adiutrix and II Italica from Pannonia and
1  Cf.Schmidt,^.^.n1,pp. 246sqq.\ P. Goessler,Germania, xv, 1931,12;
W^Veeck,   Die Alamannen in Wurttemberg'  (Germ. Denkmdler der
Friihzat, i), 1931,pp. 97 sqq., E, Fabricius, P.W. s.v. Limes, col 611* E.
Norden, Altgermamen, p. 24 sq. The rest of the literature is cited in these
works.
2  Aurdius Victor, Caes. xxxn, i.
s Schmidt, op. tit. u\ pp. 248 sqq. It must be supposed that this is the
invasion, described in Zosimus i, 37-38, i (cf. Norden, op. cit. p. 25), when
the Emperor was actually north of the Alps (Zosimus if 37, i) and Rome
itself was threatened. This identification is supported by the fact that the
invasion of the Marcomanni in 254 (cf. p. 139) did not get farther south than
Ravenna, and can therefore be left out of account